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Thinking back on the strong partnerships that were instrumental in achieving so much progress
for the people of Michigan in 2023 helped us in choosing the theme for this year’s Annual
Report: Partners for Progress. 

The year started off with a major milestone for Michiganders when Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
signed into law a historic boost to the state’s Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), from 6% to 30%
of the federal credit. This major, years-in-the-making win for working Michigan families was the
result of the hard work and dedication of countless advocates from across our state and we
were honored to be a part of that shared effort. An estimated 740,000 Michigan taxpayers will
benefit from the EITC increase, putting more of their hard-earned money back into their pockets
and helping them to better cope with inflation and make ends meet for their families, including
nearly 1 million Michigan kids. We recognize the tremendous power of the EITC in helping
families who are struggling to get by, which is why we want to see it expanded to include those
who are currently excluded from receiving it. This includes younger and older workers without
qualifying children and immigrant workers who pay taxes, but do not have Social Security
Numbers. 

Another major policy win in 2023 was the elimination of the state’s asset test as an eligibility
requirement for food assistance through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. The
asset test was an unnecessary barrier to food assistance, requiring Michigan families to spend
down their responsible savings in order to access nutritious food during hard times. 

We also celebrated several wins for Michigan kids in 2023, including, but not limited to: better
alignment of school funding to meet the needs of Michigan students, universal breakfast and
lunch for school-aged kids, the expansion of lead testing to all Michigan toddlers, passage of
the Filter First legislation to ensure safe drinking water in the state’s child care centers and
schools, and critical investments in student mental health. 

We want to thank our many partners for working with us in 2023 to build a stronger Michigan for
all people and we look forward to continuing to be Partners for Progress in 2024 and beyond. 

From our
President & CEO

Monique Stanton
Michigan League for Public Policy, President & CEO



Data in Action
We are thankful for the many major policy and budget priorities that made it across the finish line
for the people of Michigan in 2023. With the support of our partners and the hard-fought, data-
backed advocacy of our League staff, we saw many League priorities go from recommendation
to reality. Here are some of the wins we celebrated in 2023:

An increase of Michigan’s Earned Income Tax Credit from 6% to 30% of the federal
credit–a major milestone and historic win for working families with low incomes.

Elimination of the state’s asset test as an eligibility requirement for food assistance
through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.

Two monumental steps forward in eradicating lead poisoning in Michigan’s kids
through the expansion of lead testing to all toddlers and the passage of the Filter
First legislation, requiring schools and child care centers to ensure safe drinking
water in their facilities.

Elimination of the five-year waiting period for lawfully residing children and pregnant
people to access Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program through the
Immigrant Children’s Health Improvement Act option.

Improved access to healthy foods, including universal breakfast and lunch for
school-aged children and an increase in funding for Double Up Food Bucks.

More alignment of school funding with the needs of Michigan students, including
more funding to support students from low-income backgrounds, English-language
learners and students with disabilities.

Strides in healthcare, including state codification of provisions in the Affordable
Care Act and a funding increase for Essential Local Public Health Services to ensure
Michiganders receive the preventive care they need. 

Legislation to ensure equal language access at state agencies, so community
members who don’t speak English as their first language are better equipped to keep
their families safe, healthy and informed. 

Amendments to the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to reaffirm legal protections for
sexual orientation and extend these protections to gender identity and expression. 

Reforms to the juvenile justice system as recommended by the Michigan Task Force on
Juvenile Justice Reform. The League continues to advocate for critical legislation that
addresses the constitutional right to counsel for children in delinquency proceedings.



Major Wins for Education
As long-time advocates for improving the well-being of Michigan’s kids, the League and our partners
celebrated some major advancements in education in 2023, including many wins in the state’s K-12
budget for the 2023-2024 school year, which totaled $21.5 billion – a 9.4% increase from the
previous year. Here are just a few of the K-12 budget wins we celebrated: 

An increased focus on equitable school funding. In addition to more per-pupil spending, the
budget included increased funding for students learning English and students with
disabilities as well as a significant increase–$204.5 million–for students that come from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds. The budget also made history as Michigan
became one of the first 10 states to enact an Opportunity Index for schools with different
concentrations of poverty.

Academic interventions and support to ensure students are reading at grade level. To
improve literacy instructional practices, the budget included $140 million for grants based on
PreK-5 pupil counts. The budget also included increased funding for literacy coaches and
maintained funding for additional literacy instruction time, ISD provision of regional literacy
coaches for teachers, Michigan Education Corps reading programs and teacher training for
children with dyslexia.

Wrap-around support to help address learning loss. The budget included $225 million in
funding to provide wrap-around support for students and teachers to address learning loss
that was exacerbated by the pandemic.  

Increased access to nutritious food for
school-aged children. Michigan became the
seventh state in the nation to authorize
universal school meals for all public school
students with a budget investment of $160
million. Funding was also maintained for 
the Ten Cents a Meal program, which 
supports schools and child care 
centers in purchasing 
Michigan-grown produce.

Investments in student mental 
health and school safety. Among 
several other important investments, the
budget included $328 million for 
discretionary per-pupil payments for mental
health and school safety improvements and an
increase of $24.4 million to support ISD
mental health operations.



Our Priorities

Incorporate racial
equity within all of

our goals and
activities. 

Make sure all
Michiganders can
meet basic needs. 

Make affordable,
high-quality child
care available to
working parents.

Ensure that all
Michiganders have

access to
healthcare.

Strengthen public
education at all

levels, from pre-K
to adult education.

Ensure that
Michigan has

adequate revenues
to invest in an
economy that
works for all. 

Reform the
criminal justice

system to reduce
racial and
economic

disparities. 

Make Michigan a
welcoming state
for immigrants.



b

Strength in Numbers
With your support, we’ve been able to continue to work toward our policy priorities, while also
building on our engagement with invaluable partners and stakeholders from across the state. Here
are a few of our organizational highlights and engagement numbers from 2023:

A total of 82 advocates from around the state participated in two
Advocacy Boot Camps and our Fall Learning Partnership in 2023.
Campers learned communications tools and gained legislative
knowledge to advocate for policies that matter most to them and
their communities. They also learned how to use data and how
school budgets work, and heard from legislators and even a special
guest from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.

In addition to Advocacy Boot Camps, the League held one focus
group, attended 213 meetings with partners across the state, and
held 30 presentations and 21 trainings to help partner organizations
understand the budget, advocate for their priorities and help the
League identify priorities to help Michigan families thrive.

A total of 221 participants joined one of the monthly cohorts of the
League’s revamped 21-Day Racial Equity Challenge from April, when
the challenge debuted, to December 2023. The webpage featuring the
daily lessons also received 13,180 visits.

The League held its first Champions for Kids event in 2023, which
brought together 350 child advocates and state leaders for the
official release of the 2023 Kids Count in Michigan Data Book &
Profiles. The event also featured Sen. Debbie Stabenow, who received
the inaugural Champion for Kids Award for her work to improve
outcomes for Michigan’s kids. 
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Voices for Transformation
As the League continues to advocate for policy changes that improve the lives of all Michiganders,
we’ve partnered with community members and advocates from across the state who share in our
values and vision for Michigan. Together, we are stronger.

ADVOCACY BOOT CAMPS

"The Boot Camp exceeded my expectations. I found the presentations to be well structured and
informative, the pace of the day to be manageable, and the activities to enhance our learning. I
thought most folks in the room would be early in their careers and I was so encouraged to see a wide
diversity of participants. MLPP staff were welcoming, engaging and clearly experts." -2023 Advocacy
Boot Camp Participant

The League’s Advocacy Boot Camps continue to build knowledge and
strong partnerships with advocates from every corner of the state in
order to advance state policies that improve outcomes for Michigan’s
kids, families and workers.

CHAMPIONS FOR KIDS
The inaugural Champions for Kids event served as the official launch
of the 2023 Kids Count in Michigan Data Book & Profiles. It also
provided a space to discuss the latest data and trends relating to child
and young adult well-being in Michigan and ways to address some of
their most pressing needs.

YEAS & NAYS
Yeas & Nays is the League’s weekly Facebook Live program, featuring
informative discussions with League staff and partners. Each
installment provides a legislative and policy update for advocates in
Michigan. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CAPITOL DAY
Early Childhood Capitol Day brings together parents, early childhood
professionals, advocates and community members to urge legislators
to prioritize early childhood in Michigan. The League was proud to be a
part of the 2023 event, which was co-hosted by Think Babies Michigan
and the Michigan Association for the Education of Young Children.   



Grants
87%

Fees for Service
7.9%

Other
1%

Public Policy
90.4%

Admin
9.1%

Fundraising
0.4%

2023 Financials
SOURCES OF FUNDS EXPENDITURES

Net Assets - Beginning of the Year
$6,913,237

Net Assets - End of the Year
$8,233,040

Change in Net Assets
$1,319,803

Donations
4.1%



2023 Board and Staff
Board of Directors

Staff

Charles L. Ballard
Board Chair

Robert W. Swanson
Immediate Past Board Chair

Sonia Harb
Vice Chair

Robert Kleine
Treasurer

Denise Boucke
Richard Chang
Sheilah P. Clay
Nancy W. Duncan
Jorge Gonzalez
Martha Gonzalez-Cortes
Andrea Lyn Hansen

David Hecker
Ja’Nel Jamerson
Dan Little
Alycia Meriweather
Danielle Smith Parker
William Rustem
Edgar Vann, III

Monique Stanton
President and CEO

Karen Holcomb-Merrill
COO

Cathy Adcock
CFO Consultant

Jordan Brooks
Visual Communications 
Assistant

Amber Bellazaire
Senior Policy Analyst

Kelli Bowers
Kids Count Data Analyst

Julie Cassidy
Senior Policy Analyst

Megan Farnsworth
Executive Assistant

Mikell Frey
Communications 
Content Writer

Amari Fuller
Community Engagement
Specialist

Hannah Gyani
Community Engagement
Specialist

Christina Hamlett
Bookkeeper

Emily Jorgensen
Digital Communications
Specialist

Anne Kuhnen
Kids Count Policy Director

Simon Marshall-Shah
Senior Policy Analyst

Rachel Richards
Fiscal Policy and Government
Relations Director

Laura Millard Ross
Communications Director

Peter Ruark
Senior Policy Analyst

Patrick Schaefer
Economic Security Policy 
Analyst

Ashya Smith
Health Policy Analyst

Alexandra Stamm
Education Policy Analyst

Donald Stuckey II
Community Engagement 
Specialist

Jayme Vosovic
Community Engagement 
Director

Renell Weathers
Community Engagement 
Director
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2023 Donors and Partners
Nokomis Legacy Founders Society
Nokomis Foundation | Ann Marston | Lynnette Rhodes | Marianne Udow-Phillips & Bill Phillips | Gilda Z. Jacobs

$250,000-$500,000
Center On Budget & Policy
    Priorities
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

$100,000-$249,000
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Ford Foundation
Hudson-Webber Foundation
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher 
    Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
United Way for Southeastern 
    Michigan

$50,000-$99,000
Arizona Community Foundation
Early Childhood Investment 
    Corporation
McGregor Fund
Michigan Public Health 
    Institute
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
Steelcase Foundation
The Skillman Foundation
Wege Foundation

$15,000-$49,999
ACCESS   
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
    Michigan Foundation
Frankel Health and Research 
    Foundation
Ingham Intermediate School 
    District
Ruth Mott Foundation

$5,000-$14,999
Economic Policy Institute
K-Connect
Monique Stanton
Starfish Family Services
The Jewish Fund
Marianne Udow-Phillips and     Bill Phillips

$2,500-$4,999
Community Foundation of Greater 
    Flint
Flagstar Bank
Ann Marston
McAlvey Merchant & Associates
Michigan College Access Network
NEO Philanthropy
Lynnette Rhodes
School-Community Health Alliance 
    of Michigan
Robert and Renee W. Swanson

$1,000-$2,499
American Federation of Teachers 
    Michigan
Jim Barnett and Paula Milgrom 
Coalition on Temporary Shelter 
    (COTS)
Community Mental Health Association 
    of Michigan
Judith and Douglas C. Drake
Edgewood United Church
Güd Marketing
Jackson National Life Insurance
Gilda Z. Jacobs
Lynn Jondahl
Toni and Scott Klus
Daniel E. Little
Macomb County Intermediate 
    School District
Robert Manduca
Michigan Association of United Ways
Jeffrey Padden
Sharon and Lee Parks
THAW Fund
Wayne Metropolitan Community 
    Action Agency

$500-$999
Patti Aaron
Cathy D. Adcock
Timothy J. Bartik, Ph.D.

Sheilah Clay
Nancy W. Duncan
Grand Valley State University
The Guidance Center
Hillegonds Family Fund
Ann Kalass
Robert J. Kleine
Matrix Human Services
Alycia Meriweather
Mary Jo and Michael Mersol-Barg
Anne Mervenne
Metro Detroit Youth Clubs
Michigan Council for Maternal & 
    Child Health
Michigan Health & Hospital 
    Association
Michigan Primary Care 
    Association
Oakland Family Services
Orchards Children's Services
Public Policy Associates, Inc.
Kay Randolph-Back
United Way of St. Clair County
Vista Maria
Lynn Weimeister
Peri L. Weisberg

$200-$499
Barbara and Peter Alter
Professor Charles L. Ballard
Marcia and Martin Baum
Janet Carpenter
Michael Colucci
Ms. Catherine M. Davis
Sonia Harb
David Hecker
Karen Holcomb-Merrill
Ja'Nel L. Jamerson
Janet and Jerrold Joseph
Mrs. Ann and Richard Kraft
Carol Klein
Jeannine LaPrad



Leaps and Bounds Family Services
Metro Health Foundation 
Mid Michigan Community Action
Elizabeth C. Moore
Roberta Patt
Erica Peresman & David Jaffe
Rachel Richards
Christine Root and Dr. David
    Wiley
Janice and Laurence Rosen, Ph.D.
William R. Rustem
James E. Schaafsma
Robert Sheehan
Sheila and Gordon Taylor
Robert Tomasik
United Way of South Central 
    Michigan
United Way of the Lakeshore
Amanda Van Dusen & Curtis      Blessing

Other Generous 
Supporters
Charles Altman
Jean Bails
Martin and Marcia Baum
Barbara and Bernard Banet
Martha and Stephen Bartlett
Laurel Berger and Tom Trainer
Helen and Jack Berke
Roz and Stanford Blanck
Charles Wilbur & Caroline Blaum
Lyndell Bleyer
Joyce and George Blum
Linda Bodzin
Denise Boucke
Paula Bowman
Gus Breymann
Kyle Caldwell
Judith Case
Susan and Robert Citrin
Diane and Robert Collier
Janis & Michael Colman
Ms. Gale Colwell
Shelly Conner
Catherine Davis
Molly Dean
Alice Ehrinpreis
Mary and William Fairgrieve

Michael Frezell
Bobbie Gaunt
Anne Ginn
Juanita Gittings
Barbara and Fred Goldberg
David Gubow
Susan Hartman
Andrea L. Hansen
Dohn R. Hoyle
Janice Hudson
Emily Jorgensen
Lois and Robert Kaplow
Linda and Dennis Kayes
Gail Lanphear
Barbara R. Levine
Catherine Liesman
Robert Lovell
Lori Lutz and Greg Gamalski
Mark Halkola
Edward Haynor
Barbara Heller
James Hunt
Eleanor and the Hon. Jeffrey Jenks
Margaret Kahn
Nancy Keils
Judy and Richard Kepes
Phyllis Killips
Marguerite Kowaleski
Anne Kuhnen
Martin Laker
Barbara and Sheldon Larky
Marilyn McKinney
Linda and Steven Permut
Robert and Melany Mack
Miriam and Daniel Medow
Midland Area Community
    Foundation
Mary Mobley
Hannah and Gordon Moss, M.D.
Anita and Robert Naftaly
Melvin Natinsky
Glenn L. Nelson
Noel Niemann
Ruthanne Okun
Allan Martling
Christina Maurice
Carol Paine-McGovern
Susan R. Miller and Allen 
    Batteau

Danielle Parker
Jane and Doug 
    Paterson
Edward Pawlak
Dr. Nathaniel L. Pernick
Nadine A. Piggott
Judith and Terry Pritchett, 
    Ph.D.
Judith Putnam
Michael F. Radner
Michael Reagan
Debora Renner
Jane and James Richardson
Karen Roback
Laura M. Ross
Peter Ruark
Lisa Sauve
Jack Shartsis, M.D.
Constance Soma
Patricia Sorenson
Susan Steinhart
Diane Strickler
Margaret Talburtt, Ph.D. and James
    Peggs, M.D.
Jayme Vosovic
Janice G. Wanetick
Gail Warden
Beverly Wiener
Amy Winans
Zenon Wisniewski
Kate and Rick Zimbelman
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