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From our President & CEO
We are stronger when we work together. That is what comes to mind when 
I think back on 2022, which marked the League’s 110th anniversary and my 
first full year proudly serving as the League’s president and CEO. 

Without the support of our Board of Directors, donors and community 
partners, the important work that we did throughout the year to advocate for 
families with low incomes and strive for a stronger, more equitable Michigan 
would not have been possible. It is with that in mind that we chose our 2022 
Annual Report theme: “Strength in Numbers.” This year’s theme recognizes 
the League’s data-supported advocacy work as well as the invaluable, 
collaborative partnerships that have helped us to remain fully committed to 
our mission and values over the past 110 years. 

In 2022, the League and our partners celebrated a number of state policy 
and budget wins, including the most meaningful improvement to the Family 
Independence Program in more than a decade; the passage of a series of 
bills to strengthen Michigan’s child care system; and nearly $5 billion in state 
and federal funding for critical state infrastructure improvements, including 
safer water infrastructure. We also celebrated major investments in K-12 
education, including full funding for the At-Risk school aid program for the 
first time in decades as well as new funding to better support Michigan 
students struggling with their mental health. 

We, along with hundreds of other advocates across the state, also gained 
significant momentum in our years-long push for an increase to Michigan’s 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), which was devastatingly reduced to just 6% 
of the federal credit in 2011. While the historic expansion of the EITC to 30% 
of the federal credit didn’t become a reality until early 2023, the advocacy 
work in 2022 and the many years before that certainly helped pave the way 
for this major win for working Michigan families with low incomes.  

As we continue our work in 2023 and the years to come, I’m confident that our 
ongoing collaborative efforts with partners like you will bring about additional 
positive outcomes for the people who call Michigan home. Together, we 
can keep working to make Michigan a better place to live for all people–
regardless of their race, ethnicity, zip code, income, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, age, religion, disability, national origin or any other distinguishing 
characteristic or trait. We can do this by continuing to listen to the voices of 
our fellow Michiganders and working with our state leaders to understand 
and meet their critical needs. Here’s to another 110 years of partnership and 
advocacy.

Monique Stanton, President & CEO
Michigan League for Public Policy

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2
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Data in Action
As we look back on 2022, there were many hard-fought policy and budget wins that we celebrated here 
at the Michigan League for Public Policy.

Thanks to the support and collaboration of our partners and the data-driven advocacy work of League 
staff, we were able to see many recommendations become reality.

Here are just a few of the wins we celebrated:

Passage of the Building Michigan Better Plan, which allocated nearly $5 billion in state and 
federal funds for critical infrastructure improvements, including safer water infrastructure; 
affordable, accessible housing; and improved broadband access.

Critical investment of state and federal funds to implement ‘filter first’ protections for safer 
drinking water in Michigan schools.

Increased cash assistance payments to parents raising young children–the most meaningful 
improvement to the Family Independence Program in more than a decade.

Voter approval of Proposal 3–a ballot initiative endorsed by the League that enshrines the 
right to reproductive freedom in the Michigan Constitution.

Establishment of the Michigan Achievement Scholarship, which is helping make a higher 
education more affordable–and, in turn, more of a reality–for a significant majority of 
Michigan high school graduates.

Significant investments in postsecondary education and training to support non-traditional 
learners, include significant financial increases for universities and community colleges as 
well as new financial aid programs to make college more affordable for older students and 
students with children.

Budget wins for workers, including continued funding for the following successful programs: 
MI Tri-Share Pilot Program, Going PRO, Michigan Reconnect and the Barrier Removal 
Employee Assistance Program.

Major progress in the ongoing work to advocate for an increase to Michigan’s Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC). In March 2023, the EITC was increased from 6% to 30% of the federal tax 
credit, marking a major milestone and historic win for working families with low incomes.

Voter approval of Proposal 2–a ballot initiative endorsed by the League that establishes 
nine days of early voting and several other provisions that ensure voters that their voices 
will be heard and their votes counted.

Several K-12 education budget wins, including full funding for the At-Risk school aid program 
for the first time in decades and a major change to the special education formula.

Passage of a series of bipartisan bills to improve Michigan’s child care system, including 
improved access for families and better support for home-based child care providers.

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2
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Major Wins for Education
As long-time advocates for improving outcomes for Michigan children, the League and our partners 
celebrated some major advancements in education in 2022, including the state’s K-12 budget for the 
2022-2023 school year, which totaled $19.6 billion – a 15.5% increase from the previous year.

Here are just a few of the K-12 budget wins we celebrated: 

Increased support for students, including targeted funding for students with the greatest 
need. In addition to more per-pupil spending, the budget included increased funding and 
a new funding formula for special education as well as increased funding for English 
language-learners and small, isolated school districts. The At-Risk school aid program also 
received full funding for the first time in decades with a $223 million increase in support for 
students from low-income backgrounds and those at risk for educational failure.

Continued support to help children read by grade 3. Funding was maintained to provide 
additional instructional time for struggling students, while spending was increased for 
Michigan Education Corps reading programs and early literacy professional learning.

Additional investments in early childhood learning. Building on the momentum of the 
previous budget year’s substantial funding increase for the Great Start Readiness Program 
(GSRP), the Michigan Legislature increased the GSRP funding by another $34 million, further 
supporting early learning for eligible four-year-olds in the state.  

Additional spending on teacher recruitment and retention. Recognizing the need to 
grow and support the teacher profession, a total of $284 million was allocated to support 
recruitment efforts and provide tuition assistance, grants, stipends, mentorship programs, 
training and additional support for aspiring teachers.

Significant investments in student mental health. Recognizing the impact that the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on student mental health, the budget included $150 million in new funding 
for per-pupil payments to school districts for the hiring of support staff, implementation of 
screening tools and other much-needed support. Funding was also increased for mental 
health services offered by Intermediate School Districts.

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2


Our Priorities

“The League is a champion of equity and opportunity for children, families and all the 
people of Michigan, but especially those who are facing barriers.”

- Paul Hillegonds, Former Representative

Incorporate racial 
equity within all our 
goals and activities.

Strengthen public 
education at all levels, 

from pre-K to 
adult education.

Make sure all 
Michiganders can 
meet basic needs.

Ensure that 
Michigan has 

adequate revenues to 
invest in an economy 

that works for all.

Make affordable, 
high-quality child care 

available to 
working parents.

Reform the 
criminal justice 

system to reduce 
racial and economic 

disparities.

Ensure that all 
Michiganders have 

access to healthcare.

Make Michigan a 
welcoming state 
for immigrants.
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Strength in Numbers

Organizational Highlights

2022 By the Numbers

With your support, we were able to continue our work in advocacy and analysis in 2022, while also 
offering several informative engagement opportunities for partners and stakeholders from across 
the state.

A total of 91 advocates from around the state participated in three Advocacy Boot 
Camps in 2022. Campers were able to learn how to better use data, communications 
tools and legislative knowledge to advocate for policies that matter most to them 
and their communities.

In addition to Advocacy Boot Camps, the League held two focus groups and dozens 
of presentations and meetings with partner organizations in 2022, all of which helped 
to identify priorities for Michigan families and develop policy recommendations that 
meet the needs of people across the state.

Our annual public policy forum, “Just in Time,” featured keynote speaker Taifa Smith 
Butler, the President of Demos, and brought together more than 600 people virtually 
to learn more about building economic justice in Michigan and strategies to help the 
state emerge from its affordable housing crisis. Additionally, the Sharon Parks Award 
was presented to Detroit Disability Power.

The League celebrated its 110th Anniversary at the Michigan’s Next Chapter 
celebration in 2022. The event also served to honor and celebrate the remarkable 
achievements of Gilda Z. Jacobs, who served as the League’s president and CEO 
from 2011-2021. 
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Voices for Transformation

As the League continues to push to make Michigan a better, more welcoming place to live for all 
people, we’ve turned to community members and advocates to share their vision of what our state 
can become. When we focus on dismantling racist policies and recreating a state built on equity and 
inclusion, all Michiganders win.

“I feel empowered to create change at the legislative level. If we are strategic and work 
the plan that the Boot Camp shared, we will be moving in the right direction to build and 
lead an organizing effort for change.” - Advocacy Boot Camp Participant

2022 Public Policy Forum

The 2022 Public Policy Forum featured a panel 
of experts who explored strategies that will help 
Michigan emerge from its affordable 
housing crisis.

Advocacy Boot Camp

The League’s Advocacy Boot Camps continue to 
build knowledge and strong partnerships with 
advocates around the state in order to advance 
policies that improve outcomes for Michigan’s 
kids, families and workers.

Yeas & Nays

Yeas & Nays is the League’s weekly Facebook 
Live program featuring informative discussions 
with League staff and partners. Each 
installment provides a legislative and policy 
update for advocates in Michigan.

Wonk-Life Balance

In 2022, the League continued with its podcast, 
Wonk-Life Balance. The program provided a 
comfortable space where families, community 
members, advocates and policy wonks could 
come together and find solutions.

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2
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2022 Board and Staff

Board of Directors

Staff

Charles L. Ballard
Board Chair

Robert W. Swanson
Immediate Post Board Chair

Sonia Harb
Vice Chair

Robert Kleine
Treasurer

Denise Boucke
Richard Chang
Sheilah P. Clay
Nancy W. Duncan
Jorge Gonzalez
Martha Gonzalez-Cortes
Andrea Lyn Hansen
David Hecker
Ja’Nel Jamerson
Ann Kalass
Dan Little

Alycia Meriweather
Danielle Smith Parker
William Rustem
Edgar Van, III

Monique Stanton
President and CEO

Cathy Adcock
CFO Consultant

Jazmin Anderson
Graphic Designer

Dwayne Barnes
Community Engagement 
Specialist

Amber Bellazaire
Policy Analyst

Kelli Bowers
Kids Count Data Analyst

Julie Cassidy
Senior Policy Analyst

Megan Farnsworth
Executive Assistant

Hannah Gyani
Community Engagement 
Specialist

Christina Hamlett
Bookkeeper

Karen Holcomb-Merrill 
COO

Parker James
Kids Count Policy Analyst

Emily Jorgensen
Digital Communications 
Specialist 

Anne Kuhnen
Tax Policy Analyst

Simon Marshall-Shah
Policy Analyst

Kelsey Purdue
Kids Count Project Director

Haley Robins
Communications Assistant

Laura Millard Ross
Communications Director

Alex Rossman
External Affairs Director

Peter Ruark
Senior Policy Analyst

Jayme Vosovic
Community Engagement 
Specialist 

Renell Weathers
Community Engagement 
Director

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2
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2022 Donors and Partners
Nokomis Legacy Founders Society

$250,000 - $500,000

$100,000 - $249,000

$50,000 - $99,000

$15,000 - $49,999

$5,000 - $14,999

$2,500 - $4,999

$500 - $999

$200 - $499

$1,000 - $2,499

Nokomis Foundation | Ann Marston | Lynnette Rhodes | Marianne Udow-Phillips & Bill Phillips

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Bernard and Anne Spitzer 	
Charitable Trust

Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan

Early Childhood Investment 
Corporation

Ford Foundation

Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher 
Foundation

United Way for Southeastern 
Michigan

Annie E. Casey Foundation

Center on Budget & Policy 
Priorities

Ingham Intermediate School 
District

Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation

McGregor Fund

Michigan Public Health Institute

The Skillman Foundation

Economic Policy Institute

Frankel Health and Research 
Foundation

Grantmakers Income Security 
Task Force

Hudson-Webber Foundation

Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation

Michigan Advocacy Program

Ruth Mott Foundation

The Frey Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan Foundation

Clarence and Jack Himmel 
Foundation

Community Foundation of Greater 
Flint

Jennifer R. Poteat Fund

Marianne Udow-Phillips and Bill 
Phillips

Michigan Community Action

Rock Ventures

Monique Stanton

The Jewish Fund

ACCESS

Adcock CFO Solutions

June Youatt & Charles L. Ballard, 
Ph.D.

Mary Jo & Michael Mersol-Barg, 
M.D.

Timothy J. Bartik, Ph.D.

Amanda Van Dusen & Curtis 
Blessing

Byrum & Fisk Communications

Richard Chang

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

Laura J. Champagne

Sheilah Clay

Coalition on Temporary Shelter 
(COTS)

Community Mental Health 
Association of Michigan

Council of Michigan Foundations

Nancy W. Duncan

Hillegonds Family Fund

Honigman LLP

Connie Jacob

Janet & Jerrold Joseph

Ann Kalass

Robert J. Kleine

Susan Konop

Daniel E. Little, Ph.D.

Macomb County Intermediate 
School District

Alycia Meriweather

Michigan Association of 
Community & Adult Education

Michigan Association 
of Superintendents & 
Administrators

Michigan Association of State 
Universities

Michigan Nonprofit Association

Michigan Primary Care 
Association

MSU Federal Credit Union

National Association of Social 
Workers - Michigan Chapter

Orchard Children’s Services

Public Policy Associates, Inc.

Rachel Richards

United Way of St. Clair County

Lois & Gail Warden

Lynn Weimeister

Peri Weisberg

Cathy D. Adcock

Barbara & Peter Alter

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 
Hospital of Chicago

Ann Andrews

Denise Boucke

Donald Brown

Janet Carpenter

Anne & David Chaffee

Diane & Robert Collier

Roberta Patt & Fred Fechheimer

Mary Caroline Frey

Anne Ginn

Paula & Louis Glazier

Cheryl Guyer

Judith Putnam & Bob Gwizdz

Sonia Hard, MSW

David Hecker

Karen Holcomb-Merrill

Robert Tomasik & Norman 
Horowitz

Ja’Nel L. Jamerson

Barbara & Michael Kratchman

Nancy E. Keils

Ann & Richard Kraft

Phyllis Killips

Kathy & Robert Lovell

Lana & Henry Pollack

Leaps and Bounds Family Services

Mary Mobley

Melany & Robert Mack

Metro Health Foundation

Mid Michigan Community Action

Miriam & Daniel Medow

Elizabeth Moore

New Detroit, Inc.

Northwest Michigan Community 
Action Agency (NMCAA)

One Love Global

Janis & Rev. Richard Peacock

Alex Rossman

Peter Ruark

Ascension Southeast Michigan

Black Family Development, Inc.

Consumers Energy

K-Connect

Ann Marston & George Lafkas

McAlvey Merchant & Associates

Michigan College Access Network

Lynnette Rhodes

Robert & Renee W Swanson

The Children’s Foundation

Patti Aaron

ACLU of Michigan

American Federation of Teachers 
Michigan

American Institute for Research

Delta Dental of Michigan

Dennis Paradis & Janet Olszewski

Ferguson Development

Henry Ford Health System

Michigan Association of Health 
Plans

Michigan Health & Hospital 
Association

Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority

Peckham Inc.

School-Community Health 
Alliance of Michigan

Starfish Family Services

The Highfield Foundation

The Woll-Yellin Family Foundation

Judith & Douglas C. Drake

Karen Aldridge-Eason

Cindy Gamboa

Gilda Z. Jacobs

Toni & Scott Klus

Kim & Glenn Liebowitz

Lynn Jondahl & Judy Martin

Jeffrey Padden

Sharon & Lee Parks

Esther & Neal Zalenko

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2
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Other Generous 
Supporters

William R. Rustem

Servants of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Sisters

Kathleen Straus & Hon. Walter 
Shapero

Robert Sheehan

Sheila & Gordon Taylor

United Way of Washtenaw County

Chuck Warpehoski

Wendy & Elliot Wagenheim, M.D.

Barbara & David Wallace

Carol A. Walters

David Waymire

Wayne Metropolitan Community 
Action Agency

Shelli Weisberg

 Leslie Curry

 Beth & Jeffrey Davidson

 Barbara Rom & Ron Davis

 Benjamin H. III Davis

 Carolyn Dayton

 Molly Dean

 Dorothy & Paul Diefenbach

 Alice & Murray Ehrinpreis, M.D.

 Erin Einhorn

 Elem3nt Church

 Mary & William Fairgrieve

 Marcy & Michael Feldman

 Nancy Finazzo

Barbara & Irving Fishman

FiveCAP, Inc. 

 Michael Frezell

Lori Lutz & Greg Gamalski

 Juanita Gittings

 Connie Glave

 Barbara & Fred Goldberg

 Jorge Gonzalez

 Kerry Grann

 Karl D. Gregory

 Meghan Hodge Groen

 Mary Ellen Gurewitz

 Mark Halkola

 Christina Hamlett

 Andrea Lyn Hansen

 Susan D Hartman

Judith Case & Karl Hausler

 Barbara Heller

 Katherine Hoffman

 Donovan Hohn

 Janis & Jason Horton

 Dohn R. Hoyle

 Jolanda Howe

 Janice Hudson

 Susan & Michael Jacob

 Robert Dorigo Jones

 Emily Jorgensen

 Peggy Kahn

 Judy & Richard Kepes

 Rosann & Jack Kaufman

 Linda & Dennis Kayes

 Mary King

 Marguerite Kowaleski

 Zina & Michael Kramer

 Kelley Kuhn

 Anne Kuhnen

 Ellen & James Labes, M.D.

 Gail Lanphear

Charles Altman

Amazon Smile

Jazmin Anderson

Gary Garbrino & Laura Appel

 Bruce Astrein

 Jean Bails

 Teri Banas

 Barbara & Bernard Banet

 Martha & Stephen Bartlett

 Norma Bauer

 Deborah Beachnau

 Sharon Bianchi

 Jessica Bibbee

 Roz & Stanford Blanck

 Joyce & George Blum

 Linda Bodzin

 Suzanne Boschan

 Kelli Bowers

 Paula Bowman

 Gus Breymann

 Crystal Sanford-Brown

 Kathleen Johnston-Calati

 Kyle Caldwell

 Julie Cassidy

 Nick & Peggy Ciaramitaro

 Susan & Robert Citrin

 Laura & Edward Cohn, M.D.

 Janis & Michael Colman Ph.D.

 Don Cooney, Ph.D.

 Sarah Craft

 Kimberly Crafton

 Kathleen D. Crooks

 Martha Gonzalez-Cortes

Barbara & Sheldon Larky

Alden Leatherman

Barry & Sue Lepler

 Barbara R. Levine

 Janet Levine

 Catherine Liesman

 Russell M. Linden

 Kate Levin Markel

 Rev. Nancy & Allan Martling

 Jane Zehnder-Merrell

 Claire Michael

 Michigan Association of United 
Ways

 Midland Area Community 
Foundation

 Susan R Miller

 Hannah & Gordon Moss, M.D.

 Anita & Robert Naftaly

 Melvin Natinsky

 Noel Niemann

 Ruthanne Okun

 Dominick Pallone

 Armida & Robert Paramo

 Jane & Doug Paterson

 Mary & Edward Pawlak

 Jon Peacock

 Margaret Talburtt, Ph.D., & James 
Peggs, M.D.

 Kelsey Perdue

 Rhoda & Marvin Perlin

 Nathaniel L. Pernick

 Kay Perry

 Velisa Perry

 Jerome Pesick

 John Philo

 Nadine A. Piggott

 Sarah Pinder

 Mary I. Pollock

 Arnold D. Portner

Karen Adams-Powell & Roger 
Powell

 Judith & Terry Pritchett, Ph.D.

Michael F. Radner

 Michael S. Rafferty

 Wende Randall

 Michael F. Reagan

 Region IV Senior Nutrition 
Services

 Peggy Daitch & Peter Remington

 Faith Robinson Renner

 Jane & James Richardson

 Karen Roback

 Janice & Michael Rolnick

Janice & Laurence Rosen, Ph.D.

Leah & Daniel Rosenbaum, Ph.D.

Carol Rosenfeld

Susan & Richard Roth

Laura Millard Ross

Judy & Robert Rubin

Fatima Salman

Alyssa Morillo Scheidt

Robert Lee Schirado

Mary Scoblic

Simon Marshall-Shah

Jack Shartsis, M.D.

Barry Silverman

Hon. Sam Singh

David L. Smith

Annette Sobocinski

Jerome Soble

Constance Soma

John L. Speier

Michele Strasz

Susan Steinhart

Diane Strickler

Kate Stocker

The Arc Michigan

Sarah Thornburg

Jacquelyn & Darrell Tennis

Mari Terczak

Laurel Berger & Tom Trainer

Edgar Vann III

Jayme Vosovic

Janice G. Wanetick

Renell B. Weathers

Deborah Weatherston

Judith & Sam Weiner, D.D.S.

Beverly & David Wiener

Charles Wilbur

Denice & Michael Williams

Mary Alice & Michael Williams

Zenon Wisniewski

Steven Woronoff

Hon. Helaine & Andrew Zack

Marjorie Ziefert

Kate & Rick Zimbelman
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