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It’s time to be bold.

As we emerge from the health and economic crises of the past two 
years, and as we recognize the pain and trauma that so many of our 
fellow Michiganders have experienced, we must seize this moment 
and recognize that Michigan’s next chapter will be a bright one if we 
make the right choices today. 

2021 taught us so much about how to strengthen our state and 
embrace an equitable future. The federal American Rescue Plan Act 
targeted investments and support to residents with the greatest need: 
people with low incomes, people working on the front lines, older 
adults, children, and marginalized communities. Because of those 

investments, including a Child Tax Credit expansion, a boost to the federal Earned Income Tax Credit, 
and additional funding for food and housing access, we saw an almost immediate dip in poverty from 
2020 to 2021, and poverty among children in the United States dropped by 39% in that time period. 

Here in Michigan, the League was able to celebrate so many budget wins in 2021, including: the 
largest investments in education and child care in state history; support for programs like Michigan 
Reconnect and Futures for Frontliners, which will put workers on the road to better jobs; expansion 
of the Healthy Moms, Healthy Babies initiative; increased funding for lead poisoning prevention and 
improvements to water systems; and funding to address the drastic racial and economic health 
disparities which were magnified by the pandemic.

Put simply, these state and federal investments—which the League and our partners have pushed 
for since long before COVID-19 reared its head—work. And to make sure Michigan’s Next Chapter 
is a good one, we absolutely must make investments like these permanent. Ensuring that families 
have access to safe homes, healthy food, and high-quality education and child care cannot happen 
with a “one-time fix.”

As the League celebrates our 110th anniversary in 2022, we urge you to join us in writing Michigan’s 
next chapter. 

Together, we can make sure policymakers understand the critical need to invest this historic funding 
in a way that builds the brightest possible path forward for all. We can listen hard to the voices of 
Michiganders who have been left out of previous chapters due to their race, place, or income, and 
make sure they are never left out again. And we can closely examine the flaws and failures of our 
previous chapters so that we can give every Michigander the chance to have the story they deserve.

From our President & CEO

Monique Stanton, President & CEO 
Michigan League for Public Policy 



Data in Action
As we reflect on 2021, we can see that with your support, our action yielded results. 

Though the year brought incomparable changes to our state’s societal and economic 
landscape, we see a future where the right policies can help all Michiganders thrive.

From Recommendations to Reality

The League’s efforts on a number of priority issues came to fruition in 2021. Here are some 
of the state budget and policy wins we celebrated last year with partners like you:

Funding for the Great Start Readiness Program to increase the allocation per child from 
$7,250 to $8,700 for a full-day program to align with the K-12 per-pupil payment.

Significant investment in K-12 education, including effectively closing the gap in the per-pupil 
payment and funding for schools to hire school psychologists, social workers, counselors, 
and nurses.

Funding for adult students to receive financial aid for community college through the Michigan 
Reconnect Program as well as wraparound services such as child care, tutoring, and career 
counseling.

Funding to give a permanent raise to direct care workers in healthcare facilities like nursing 
homes.

Expansion of the Healthy Moms, Healthy Babies initiative, including an additional 1,000 home 
visiting slots and an extension of Medicaid coverage for pregnant women from 60 days to 
365 days postpartum. 

Funding for several initiatives to address the drastic racial and economic health disparities 
which were magnified by the COVID-19 crisis, including an expansion of services for adults 
with sickle cell disease and increasing use of community-based health navigators to support 
greater access to healthcare. 

Donate Today

Increased funding for the Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund, which helps reduce risks to lenders 
providing low-cost loans to landlords and homeowners to remove lead in their properties. 

A one-time increase in funding for the Double Up Food Bucks program, which allows families 
receiving food assistance to double the value of their benefits spent on fresh produce at 
participating farmers markets and grocery stores.

Passage of bills that would allow residents to have first-time operating while intoxicated 
(OWI) offenses expunged five years after their monitoring by the justice system ends.

Progress on some of the League’s major policy goals, including a bipartisan push for boosting 
the state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC); broad support for driver’s licenses for all; and the 
introduction of bipartisan bills to reduce the cost of healthcare. 

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2


Major Wins for Child Care
As longtime advocates for improving Michigan’s child care system, the League and our 
partners celebrated some major advancements in 2021, including a historic $1.4 billion 
investment in the 2022 state budget. Here are just a few of the wins:

Grants for child care providers. The budget included $700 million for grants to child 
care providers to help them keep their doors open. 
Help for parents trying to find child care they can afford. The agreement includes 
an increase in the income eligibility threshold for the state’s child care subsidy from 
150% of poverty ($39,750 for a family of four) to 185% of poverty ($49,025), as well 
as the waiver of parent copays. These changes will provide much-needed child care 
assistance to thousands more Michigan families, making 105,000 more children 
eligible for child care.
Rate increases for child care providers caring for children receiving state subsidies. 
Lawmakers and the governor agreed to provide $158 million for a permanent 30% rate 
increase for providers caring for children who receive child care subsidies—ensuring 
that they can afford to open slots for children from families with lower incomes—and 
an additional $222 million for a temporary rate increase. 
Strategies to shore up the supply of child care: The budget included $100 million 
for startup grants for providers, including funds for technical assistance and facility 
improvements, as well as $36.5 million over three years to address the dire shortage 
of child care for the state’s infants and toddlers.
Bonuses to help ensure that child care businesses can attract and retain child care 
workers: The agreement included $30 million to provide bonuses to one of the state’s 
most underpaid workforces, with median wages of just $11.13 per hour.



The League is a champion of 
equity and opportunity for children, 

families, and all the people of 
Michigan, but especially those who 

are facing barriers.

Incorporate 
racial equity 
within all our 

goals and 
activities. 

“ “
Our Priorities

Make sure all 
Michiganders 

can meet 
basic needs.

Make 
affordable, 
high-quality 
child care 
available 

to working 
parents.

Ensure that all 
Michiganders 

have access to 
healthcare. 

Strengthen 
public 

education at 
all levels, from 
pre-K to adult 

education.

Ensure that 
Michigan has 

adequate 
revenues to 
invest in an 

economy that 
works for all. 

Reform the 
criminal 

justice system 
to reduce 
racial and 
economic 

disparities.

Make 
Michigan a 
welcoming 
state for 

immigrants.

Donate Today

- Former Representative Paul Hillegonds

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2


The realities of 2021 meant doing our work in a completely different way. And because of 
your support, we were able to continue—and in many cases increase—our work in advocacy 
and analysis.

96 advocates from around the state joined us to learn how to better use data, 
communication tools and legislative know-how to advocate for policies that 
matter to them and their communities through the League’s Advocacy Boot 
Camps.

Our annual public policy forum, “Getting Back to the Future” featured Keynote 
Speaker Janelle Jones, Chief Economist for the United States Department of Labor, 
and over 1,000 audience members were able to learn more about the impact that 
historic funding would have on a post-pandemic world from our speakers and 
panelists. The Sharon Parks Award was presented to Donna Murray-Brown of the 
Michigan Nonprofit Association for her dedication to the people of Michigan.

League staff were appointed to the Governor’s Coronavirus Task Force on 
Racial Disparities, the Protect Michigan Commission and the Governor’s Black 
Leadership Advisory Council, and the League continued to help steer broad 
coalitions on racial justice, healthcare, immigration, policies for workers, child 
care, criminal justice and safety net issues. Our team of experts presented 
in front of local, statewide and national audiences, lifting up the need for 
equitable, people-centered policies. 
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Organizational Highlights

2021 By the Numbers



As the League continues to push for rebuilding systems through policy change, we’ve turned 
to community members and advocates to share their vision of what Michigan can become. 
When we focus on dismantling racist policies and recreating a state built on equity, all 
Michiganders win.

2021 Public Policy Forum

“

“

The 2021 Public Policy Forum featured a 
panel of experts who explored the needs 
of Michigan’s kids, families and workers 
in the wake of the pandemic.

Voices for Transformation

Donate Today

Yeas & Nays

I came away with a clear, broad picture of the advocacy landscape in Michigan 
and strategies for effective ways to engage to move policy forward. 

Yeas & Nays is a weekly Facebook Live 
program featuring League staff and 
partners, and each installment provides 
a legislative and policy update for 
advocates in Michigan.

Advocacy Boot Camp
The League’s Advocacy Boot Camp 
continues to build knowledge and 
partnerships with advocates around the 
state in order to advance policies that 
improve outcomes for Michigan’s kids, 
families and workers.

Wonk-Life Balance
In 2021, the League launched its new 
podcast, Wonk-Life Balance. The program 
provides a comfortable space where 
families, community members, advocates 
and policy wonks can coexist and find 
solutions together.

- 2021 Advocacy Boot Camp Participant

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2


Grants 60%

Other 22%

Donations 6%
Fees for Service 12%

Source of 
Funds Expenditures

Public Policy 75%

Admin 24%
Fundraising 1%

8,000,0004,000,0002,000,0000

Net Assets End of Year

Net Assets Start of Year

2021 Financials

6,000,000



2021 Board and Staff
2021 Board of Directors
Charles L. Ballard, Board Chair
Robert W. Swanson, Immediate

Past Board Chair
Sonia Harb, Vice Chair
Robert Kleine, Treasurer
Denise Boucke
Richard Chang
Sheilah P. Clay

2021 Staff

Donate Today

Gilda Z. Jacobs, President and CEO
Monique Stanton, Incoming President and CEO
Cathy Adcock, CFO Consultant
Jazmin Anderson, Graphic Designer
Dwayne Barnes, Community Engagement

Specialist
Amber Bellazaire, Policy Analyst
Kelli Bowers, Kids Count Data Analyst
Julie Cassidy, Senior Policy Analyst
Christina Hamlett, Bookkeeper
Karen Holcomb-Merrill, COO
Parker James, Kids Count Policy Analyst
Emily Jorgensen, Digital Communications

Specialist

Phyllis Killips, Assistant to the President
Tillie Kucharek, Graphic Designer
Anne Kuhnen, Tax Policy Analyst 
Simon Marshall-Shah, State Policy Fellow
Kelsey Perdue, Kids Count Project Director
Haley Robins, Communications Assistant
Laura Millard Ross, Communications Director
Alex Rossman, External Affairs Director
Peter Ruark, Senior Policy Analyst
Patricia Sorenson, Senior Policy Analyst
Jayme Vosovic, Community Engagement

Specialist
Renell Weathers, Community Engagement

Director

The League congratulates Gilda Jacobs, who retired in December of 2021, on an 
extraordinary career. Gilda served as President & CEO of the Michigan League for 
Public Policy from 2011-2021, following 30 years of work in public service at the 
local, county and state levels.

Gilda has won numerous awards for her efforts, including being inducted into the Michigan Women’s 
Hall of Fame in 2019. She was named as one of the 100 Most Influential Women in Michigan by 
Crain’s Detroit Business in 2016 and received the Michigan Food Bank Council’s Hunger-Free Award 
in 2015.

She served in the state Senate for eight years after serving two terms in the Michigan House of 
Representatives, where she made history as the first woman to serve as floor leader in either chamber 
of the Legislature.

Her contributions to the state of Michigan will have an impact for generations to come, and we wish 
her all the best in retirement.

Nancy W. Duncan
Jorge Gonzalez
Martha Gonzalez-Cortez
Andrea Lyn Hansen
David Hecker
Ja’Nel Jamerson
Ann Kalass
Daniel Little

Alycia Meriweather
Dennis Paradis
Danielle Smith Parker
Cynthia K. Rowell
William Rustem
Edgar Vann, III

Thank you, Gilda!

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2


Nokomis Foundation | Ann Marston | Lynnette Rhodes | Marianne Udow-Phillips & Bill Phillips
Nokomis Legacy Founders Society

$250,000 - $500,000
The Kresge Foundation 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

2021 Donors and Partners

$100,000 - $249,999
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Bernard & Anne Spitzer Charitable

Trust
Center on Budget & Policy Priorities
Community Foundation for

Southeast Michigan
Ford Foundation
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher

Foundation
United Way for Southeastern

Michigan

$50,000 - $99,999
Ballmer Group
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Early Childhood Investment

Corporation 
McGregor Fund
Michigan Public Health Institute
Mothering Justice
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
Robin Hood Foundation
The Skillman Foundation

$15,000- $49,999
American Institute for Research
Eastern Intermediate School

District (EUP) 
Economic Policy Institute 
Frankel Health & Research

Foundation
The Frey Foundation 
Hudson-Webber Foundation
Ingham Intermediate School District
Gilda Z. Jacobs
Ruth Mott Foundation
Steelcase Foundation

$5,000-$14,999
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Foundation
Calhoun Intermediate School District
Clarence & Jack Himmel Foundation
Community Foundation of Greater

Flint
The Harry A. & Margaret D. Towsley

Foundation
Howard B. & Nina Dodge Abrams

Philanthropic Fund
Huntington Bank
Jamie & Denise Jacob Family

Foundation
Jennifer R. Poteat Fund
The Jewish Fund
Legal Services of South Central

Michigan
Michigan Education Association
Michigan Regional Council of

Carpenters
Rock Ventures
Marianne Udow-Phillips & Bill

Phillips

$1,000 - $2,499
Cathy Adcock
American Federation of Teachers

Michigan
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Comcast
Consumers Energy
Deloitte Services LP
Delta Dental of Michigan
Judith & Douglas Drake
Ferguson Development
Gary Garbarino & Laura Appel
Gud Marketing
The Highfield Foundation
Toni & Scott Klus
Susan Konop
Kim & Glenn Liebowitz
Judy Martin & Lynn Jondahl
Michigan Association of Health

Plans
Michigan Health & Hospital

Association
Michigan State Housing

Development Authority
MSU College of Osteopathic

Medicine
Newman Family Foundation
Janet Olszewski & Dennis Paradis
Jeffrey Padden
Sharon & Lee Parks
Peckham Inc.
Monique Stanton
Starfish Family Services
David Waymire
Linda Zlotoff

The Children’s Foundation
Flagstar Bank 
Ann Marston & George Lafkas June 
McAlvey Merchant & Associates
Michigan College Access Network
Lynnette Rhodes
Robert & Renee Swanson
The Woll-Yellin Family Foundation
June Youatt & Charles L. Ballard,

Ph.D.

Rachel Richards
Rosalind & Louis Rochkind
Janice & Laurence Rosen
Alex Rossman
Cynthia Rowell
Peter Ruark
William Rustem
Alisande Shrewsbury
Sisters, Servants of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Jerome Soble
Robert Steeh
Kathleen Straus
Sheila & Gordon Taylor
Robert Tomasik
United Way of the Lakeshore
United Way of Washtenaw 
County
Steven VanBever
Amanda Van Dusen & Curtis 
Blessing
Edgar Vann, III
Barbara & David Wallace

Connie Jacob
Janet & Jerrold Joseph
Ann Kalass
Robert Kleine
Daniel E. Little, Ph.D.
Metro Cars c/o Karoub Associates
Michigan Association of Community

& Adult Education (MACAE)
Michigan Association of

Superintendents & Administrators
Michigan Council for Maternal &

Child Health
Michigan Municipal League
Michigan Nonprofit Association
Michigan Primary Care Association
Middle Cities Education Association
MSU Federal Credit Union
New Detroit, Inc.
Plante Moran
Public Policy Associates, Inc.
Christine Root & Professor David

Wiley
Diana & Charles Rothstein

$2,500 - $4,999

$500 - $999

$200 - $499
Michael F. Addonizio
Karen Aldridge-Eason
Marcia & Martin Baum
Joan Binkow
Janet Carpenter
Anne & David Chaffee
Laura Champagne
Lois Cohn & Honorable Avern Cohn
Michael Colucci
The Driker Family Foundation
Rena & Larry Friedberg
Anne Ginn
Sharon & Dana Gire
Gray Panthers Metro Detroit
Dottie & Honorable David Gubow
Andrea Hansen
Sonia Harb, MSW
Karen Holcomb-Merrill
Barbara & Michael Horowitz
Janice Hudson
Ja’Nel Jamerson
Rosann & Jack Kaufman
Nancy Keils
Phyllis Killips
Ann & Richard Kraft
Barbara & Michael Kratchman
Elaine & Gerald Laker, D.D.S.
Renee & Martin Laker
Kathy & Robert Lovell
Miriam & Daniel Medow
Alycia Meriweather
Metro Health Foundation
Michigan Association of United

Ways
Mid Michigan Community Action
Mary Mobley
Hannah & Gordon Moss, M.D.
Colleen Murphy
Network for Good
Northwest Michigan Community

Action Agency (NMCAA)
Ruthanne Okun
Robert Patt & Fred Fechheimer

ACCESS
Barbara & Peter Alter
American Association of Retired

Persons
Black Family Development, Inc.
Byrum Fisk Communications
Richard Chang
Coalition on Temporary Shelter

(COTS)
Community Action Agency
Community Mental Health 
Association of Michigan
Council of Michigan Foundations
Nancy Duncan
Jennifer & Mark Ellis
David Hecker
Hillegonds Family Fund
Honigman LLP

“A gift to 
the League 
is an 
investment 
in your 
values.

“

- Gilda Z. 
Jacobs, 
Former 
President 
& CEO



Kurtis Fernandez
Laleah Fernandez
Carla Fields
Barbara & Irving Fishman
FiveCAP, Inc.
Erin Franzen
Mary Caroline Frey
Michael Frezell
Erin Frisch
Sarah Gettel
Nancy Glen
Barbara & Fred Goldberg
Jorge Gonzalez
Martha Gonzalez-Cortes
Barbara & Robert Gordon
Kerry Grann
Judith Greenwald
Henry Grix
Joan Gustafson
Maria Gutowski
Margaret Hailey
Mark Halkola
Christina Hamlett
Susan Hartman
Kay Harris
Edward Haynor
Barbara Heller
Paula Herbart
Donovan Hohn
Katherine Hoffman
Janis & Jason Horton
Jolanda Howe
Eric Hufnagel
Barbara Israel
Nheena Ittner
Denise & Jamie Jacob
Parker James
Eleanor & Hon. Jeffrey Jenks
Donald Jones
Emily Jorgensen
Nancy Kaplan
Molly Kaser
Jerutha Kennedy
Loren Khogali
Klein/Goldman Family Foundation
Diane Klein & M. Jeffrey Maisels, 
M.D.
Marguerite Kowaleski
Sally & Richard Krugel
Anne Kuhnen
Ellen & James Labes
Gail Lanphear

Your gift to the League should be as unique as you are.

Click here to donate or email lauramr@mlpp.org to discuss special options for giving.

Retirement Gifts
If you’re over 70 1/2 a 

gift from your IRA
will help you save on 
your taxes and invest 
in the issues you care 

about most.

Planned Gifts
Planned gifts will 

secure the League’s 
future and help 

Michigan’s families and 
generations to come.

Sustained Gifts
Sustained gifts 

(monthly, quarterly 
or annually) are 

easy to set up and 
automatically renew.

Smart Ways to Give to the League

Other Generous Supporters
Jeannine LaPrad & David Dickinson
Frederick Lawless
Leaps & Bounds Family Services
Alden Leatherman
Barbara Levine
Janet Levine
Catherine Liesman
Helen Love
Lori Lutz
Nancy & Allan Martling
Simon Marshall-Shah
Marilyn McKinney
Elizabeth McLernon
Cynthia Meteyer
Midland Area Community 
Foundation
Susan Miller
Elizabeth Moore
Anita & Robert Naftaly
Melvin Natinsky
Kourtney Neloms
Glenn Nelson
Sharon & Chuck Newman
Noel Niemann
Carol Paine-McGovern
Jane & Doug Paterson
Patricia Paul
Mary & Edward Pawlak
Donna Pearlman
Ruthanne & Arvin Pearlman
Charlie Penner
Kelsey Perdue
Kay Perry
Velisa Perry
Marianne & Jerome Pesick
Nadine Piggott
Meghan Pineda
Mary Pollock
Arnold Portner
Judith & Terry Pritchett, Ph.D.
Michael F. Radner
Michael Reagan
Faith Renner
Carrie Rheingans
Jane & James Richardson
Karen Roback
Leah & Daniel Rosenbaum, Ph.D.
Karol & Douglas Ross
Laura Ross
Frances & George Rouman
Judy & Robert Rubin
Nida Samona

Beth Ainsworth
Charles Altman
Amazon Smile
Judy Ancell
Jazmin Anderson
Robert Argue
Rhonda Askew
Bruce Astrein
Barbara & Bernard Banet
Lisa & Andrew Barbas
Dwayne Barnes
Martha & Stephen Bartlett
Amber Bellazaire
Phillip Bergquist
Sharon Bianchi
Roz & Stanford Blanck
Barbara Bloom
Linda Bodzin
Suzanne Boschan
Denise Boucke
Kelli Bowers
Paula Bowman
Gus Breymann
Donald Brown
Kathleen Bruinsma
Justen Caldwell
Judith Case
Joan Cashman
Jacinda Cason
Julie Cassidy
Susan & Robert Citrin
Sheilah Clay
Laura & Edward Cohn, M.D.
Diane & Robert Collier
Janis & Michael Colman, M.D.
Barbara & Gerald Cook
Don Cooney, Ph.D.
Kimberly Crafton
Leslie Curry
Lauren Daitch
Scott & Kendel Darragh
Benjamin Davis, III
Catherine Davis
Molly Dean
Jeanne & Richard Deneweth
Brandy Doña
Richard Donner
Denise Dufort
Alice & Murray Ehrinpreis, M.D.
Elem3nt Church
Diane & Tom Emling
Mary & William Fairgrieve

Michael Sandler, M.D.
James Schaafsma
Robert Schirado
Ilana & Jim Schmier
Mary Scoblic
Laura & Martin Seyfried
Amanda Shreve
Barry Silverman
Honorable Sam Singh
Sue Slack
Kelly Small
Linda & Charles Soberman
Annette Sobocinski
Suganya Sockalingam
Constance Soma & Thomas 
Hinsberg
John Speier
Kate Stocker
Diane Strickler
Sheila Strunk
Eric-John Szczepaniak
Margaret Talburtt, Ph.D.  & James 
Peggs, M.D.
Richard Teets
Jacquelyn & Darrell Tennis
Heidi Thornley
Brett Tillander
Bridget Timmeney
Megan Topper
Jack Urban
Mary Lou Van Antwerp
Suzanne Van Dam
Jayme Vosovic
Monica Wafford
Wendy & Elliot Wagenheim, M.D.
Ann & Barry Waldman
Chuck Warpehoski
Renell Weathers
Jason Weller
Beverly & David Wiener
Charles Wilbur & Caroline Blaum
Lori Wild
Denice & Michael Williams
Mary Alice & Michael Williams
Amy Winans
Barbara Winter
Susan & Jeffrey Young
Toni Young
Kate & Rick Zimbelman
Marjorie Ziefert
Jane Zehnder-Merrell

“Amazing and impactful. I am still thinking about the statements the panelists 
provided and their unique experiential knowledge.

- Public Policy Forum Attendee, 2021

“

https://secure.everyaction.com/KKhhKFMRMECCP7O9JytNvA2

