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On March 11, 2021, President Biden signed the American Rescue Plan Act, which provided significant federal aid 
to the residents, businesses, communities, and states of the nation. Along with significant federal aid dedicated 
to specific programs, such as child care, community mental health, substance use disorder prevention and 
treatment, rental assistance, and food assistance, the state received about $6.54 billion in more discretionary 
funding to meet one of four needs: (1) to address the public health emergency and its negative economic 
impacts; (2) to provide premium pay to essential workers; (3) to backfill state budgets due to reduced revenues; 
or (4) to make necessary water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure investments. 

Here’s how the state has spent this aid so far:
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Program Budget Area Funding 
(in millions)

Great Start Readiness Program

Year-Round School Infrastructure 
Grants
Partnership Response in 
Manufacturing (PRIME) Initiative

Hospital COVID-19 Grants

Nursing Facility Grants

Community Revitalization and 
Placemaking Grants

Multicultural Integration

Nursing Facility Medicaid Rate 
Increase (one-time)
Unemployment Compensation 
Fund Deposit

Pure Michigan

Total

Education

Education

Education

Health
Health

Health

Health

Labor and Economic 
Opportunity

Labor and Economic 
Opportunity

Labor and Economic 
Opportunity

$121.0

$75.0

$6.0

$160.0
$100.0

$100.0

$4.4

$37.5

$150.0

$20.0

$773.9



Opportunities for Advocacy:
With nearly $6 billion in federal ARPA funds--and a significant amount of state dollars--left on the table, 
policymakers are gearing up for negotiations on how to spend these funds. The state has a historic opportunity 
to make smart investments that will result in an equitable recovery from the public health crisis and to help 
address disparities that existed long before COVID. This aid should be targeted to those who need it most, 
including essential  workers,  communities  of  color,  and households  with low  incomes,  through  investments  
in  child  care,  education  and  infrastructure, through strengthening our safety net programs, and developing 
a statewide housing plan.

Budgets aren’t simply a line in a checkbook or an excel spreadsheet--they are statements of our priorities. You 
know the issues affecting your communities, where there are gaps in state and local services, and what needs 
to be done to recover from this crisis. Now is the time to make sure your voices are heard in ensuring that this 
funding is spent equitably and on the things that matter most to our residents. Here are some things you can 
do:
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• Attend your state lawmakers coffee hours or town hall meetings. Engage with your policymakers 
on social media, if applicable.

1.

• Contact your state representatives and senators to encourage them to spend the money on your 
priorities. Request to meet with legislators to discuss your priorities.

2.

• Make sure you have good sources of timely information on the issues you care about.3. 

• Don’t forget the governor! The governor has already released a number of her priorities around 
the federal aid. Let her know what you support and what you think is missing!

4. 

• Let your federal policymakers know that these investments are providing a significant and 
necessary boost to the lives of Michigan residents, and that they should support the Build Back 
Better plan to continue them.

5. 


