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Key Points

• Pre-release materials on password protected 
website (complete Google Form)

• Call on April 15th at 1pm (register online)

• Embargo period

• Post-release evaluation



To advance economic security, racial equity, health and well-being 
for all people in every part of Michigan through policy change.

1223  Turner St. Suite G-1, Lansing, MI 48906-4369  (517) 487-5436
Fax: (517) 371-4546  Web site:  www.mlpp.org

A United Way Agency

The League’s Mission



Goals:
• Measure child well-being at the state and local levels

• Use that information to shape public policies and 
programs

• Improve the lives of children and their families

Tools:
• County-level profiles
• Data Center
• State and national reports

Frames:
• Race, place and income matter
• Two-generation approaches

Kids Count in Michigan



Overview of the Data Book

• Background
• Demographics
• Program participation

• Trends - Outcomes
• 16 indicators in 4 sections: 

• Economic Security
• Health & Safety
• Family & Community
• Education

• Data on children in immigrant families

• About the Indicators

• County Rankings and Summaries for Each Indicator



Tips: Using the Data Book

• Base period: 2012 vs. 2017
• Notes:

– Children hospitalized for asthma
– Virtual schools
– Program participation (Detroit and Flint)
– M-STEP & college readiness

• Terminology: 
– Low-income
– Latinx and African American

• Caution:
– Current rankings are not comparable to rankings prior to 2018
– Rates, percentages and numbers; varying years of data and 

averages
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Background: Child Population

2016: 2.19 million children (0-17)



Background: Child Population



Background: Child Population



2017: 2 OUT OF 3 YOUNG CHILDREN 
LIVED IN A FAMILY WHERE ALL PARENTS WORKED

2017 AVERAGE 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: 

4.6% 2017 MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME: $54,840

2018 AVERAGE 
COST OF CHILD CARE: 

$563/MONTH 2018 SHARE OF MINIMUM 
WAGE EARNINGS SPENT ON 

CHILD CARE: 35.2%

Background: Economic Climate



2017: 416,305 Children in Poverty

Background: Family Support Programs
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Economic Security:
County Overview



Economic Security:
County Overview



Child 

Poverty:

1 in 5 Kids



Key Findings: Economic Security

What does the Federal Poverty Level 
(FPL) mean for a family of in Michigan?



Key Findings: Economic Security



Key Findings: Economic Security

FAMILY INCOME



Key Findings: Economic Security

CHILD POVERTY BY AGE



Key Findings: Economic Security

CHILD POVERTY IN IMMIGRANT FAMILIES



Key Findings: Economic Security

OPPORTUNITY YOUTH





Health & Safety:
County Overview



Health & Safety:
County Overview



Child Lead 

Poisoning:

17 Counties 

with 
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Cases



Key Findings: Health & Safety

CHILD LEAD TESTING



Key Findings: Health & Safety

INFANT MORTALITY



Key Findings: Health & Safety

CHILD DEATHS



Key Findings: Health & Safety

CHILD DEATHS BY RACE/ETHNICITY



Key Findings: Health & Safety

MATERNAL & INFANT HEALTH





Family & Community:
County Overview



Family & Community:
County Overview
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Key Findings: Family & Community

REPEAT TEEN BIRTH RATES



Key Findings: Family & Community

CHILD VICTIMS OF ABUSE & NEGLECT



Key Findings: Family & Community

OUT-OF-HOME CARE DUE TO ABUSE & NEGLECT



Key Findings: Family & Community

FOSTER CARE BY RACE/ETHNICITY



Key Findings: Family & Community

FOSTER CARE EXITS





Education:
County Overview



Education:
County Overview



Education:
County Overview



Nearly 56% 

of third 

graders are 

not proficient 

in ELA



Key Findings: Education

THIRD GRADE READING BY GROUP



Key Findings: Family & Community

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT



Key Findings: Education

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION



Key Findings: Education

HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION – CHARTERS vs. TRADITIONAL



Key Findings: Education

COLLEGE READINESS



Key Findings: Education

COLLEGE READINESS BY INCOME & ENGLISH LEARNERS



• Strengthen policies that support young people in work, such as expanding 
the EITC age eligibility

• Expand home visitation programs and strengthen the system by 
implementing a centralized intake process

• Expand healthcare coverage without the five-year wait period for lawfully 
residing immigrant children as allowed under CHIPRA

• Raise the age of juvenile jurisdiction from 17- to 18-years-old

• Adequately fund public schools and increase access to postsecondary 
education and credentialing programs

Data into Action

Use a racial and ethnic equity lens to address disparities and 
increase opportunities for children and families of color



The Release…

• Release Date:

April 23, 2019

• Embargo Period:
April 16th until 
12:01am on April 23rd



Embargoed Materials

https://goo.gl/forms/lgkzsGxhbIdRcMN52

• Complete the form to receive the website link and 
password

• WRITE IT DOWN or save the link

https://goo.gl/forms/lgkzsGxhbIdRcMN52


Join the Partners Call on April 15th

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/0a4d72592536da4c8
c34be5db4a05ad8

• Register for the call.

• Come prepared with all of your questions!

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/0a4d72592536da4c8c34be5db4a05ad8


3 Things you can do now.

1. Read the embargoed report and review your local 
profile, identify where your county is doing well or 
poorly.

2. Join with other advocates to coordinate a release or 
message.

3. Be ready to comment, write a statement or news 
release; or plan a news event.

4. Promote the upcoming release using the provided 
graphics.



3 Things you can do between 
April 16th and April 23rd. 

1. Talk to reporters who agree to the embargo.

2. Call reporters, editors, and talk show hosts to 
see if they are interested.

3. Promote Kids Count and your involvement on 
social media.



3 Things you can do on April 23rd.

1. Issue a statement, news release, blog, website 
post or email using local data.

2. Talk to reporters.

3. Post on social media or retweet, like and/or 
share from the League’s social media:

Twitter.com/michleague

Facebook.com/michleague

#KidsCountMI



Tools are available to help.

From the League:

• Sample statement

• Review your statement 
or release

• Suggested social media

• Shareable graphics

• Local, tailored news 
release

From our partners:

• Messaging Box

• Talking About Race 
Toolkit – Center for 
Social Inclusion (CSI)

http://www.centerforsocialinclusion.org/communications/talking-about-race-toolkit/


Social Media & Shareable Graphics



3 Things you can do after April 23rd.

1. Write a letter to the editor.

2. Write an op-ed column on local data.

3. Use the Kids Count data throughout the year 
to advocate for kids.



The Data Book is 
an advocacy tool!

• Talk to your 
policymakers about 
your county’s data.

• Use the data to assess 
need and develop 
strategies.

• Measure outcomes and 
impact.

• Share on social media 
all year long!



Questions?

Data & Report: 
Alicia Guevara Warren
aliciagw@mlpp.org

Media & Communications: 
Alex Rossman
arossman@mlpp.org

Michigan League for Public Policy
517.487.5436


