
2020 BUDGET PRIORITY: SUPPORT THE HEALTH 

OF MOMS AND BABIES  

LEAGUE RECOMMENDATION: 

Support programs that help all moms and babies thrive, including expanded funding for home visiting, the creation of a 
centralized intake system for Michigan’s home visiting programs, and restored funding for state family planning and 

pregnancy prevention services to previous levels.  

 

BACKGROUND: 

The health outcomes of mothers and children are good measures of a state’s priorities. Home visiting and family planning 
programs work to improve the health and overall well-being of women and their children.  

Michigan invests state, federal and private dollars to support evidence-based, voluntary home visiting services and 
served approximately 24,000 women and 23,000 children in the 2017 budget year; however, the need is much 
higher. Of the total investment about 36% are state resources, 64% are federal and less than 1% are private.  

There are currently seven home visiting models in Michigan, each of which focus on different challenges that 
families face. Therefore, some models may be a better fit than others. A centralized intake system, similar to 
those in New Jersey and Ohio, would help match families with the program that best fits their needs, resulting in 
even more effectiveness. 

Michigan has significantly reduced funding for pregnancy prevention even though an estimated 30% of births are 
unplanned. Approximately $8.9 million dollars are dedicated to family planning and pregnancy prevention with 

the vast majority being federal funding—less than $300,000 is from the state’s resources. 
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OVERALL IMPROVEMENTS IN INFANT DEATH RATES, BUT SIGNIFICANT DISPARITIES 
BY RACE AND ETHNICITY AND RISING RATES FOR SOME BABIES OF COLOR 

Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Vital Statistics 
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 TOTAL White,  African American Asian/Pacific Hispanic Arab (all races) 
  Non-Hispanic American/Black, Indian/Native, Islander,  
   Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic  
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WHY DOES IT MATTER? 

While there have been some areas of improvement, many women do not have access to necessary healthcare, like 
family planning and prenatal care, and Michigan experiences high rates of infant mortality and preterm and low-

birthweight births. Increasing access will improve the overall well-being of women and children, while saving the 
state money through reduced healthcare and other costs.  

Home visiting programs work. Decades of evaluation and research show improved prenatal health and fewer babies 
with low birthweights. Children participating in home visiting are more prepared for school and they experience 
improved social-emotional development, plus participating families have increased financial security.  

Unplanned pregnancies can result in adverse health outcomes and higher costs for the state. Babies that do not 
make it to their first birthdays are disproportionately born prematurely with low birthweight, born to mothers on 
Medicaid and the result of unintended pregnancy. Providing adequate access to family planning and pregnancy 
prevention services can improve the health and well-being of moms and babies. 


