
 Infant death rates decline in Michigan, other trends raise concerns 

Source:  Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics 

Community Highlights 

Right Start—An Annual Report 

on Maternal and Child Health 

A mother’s health is inextricably  

connected to her child’s 

immediate and long-term health 

and overall well-being, including 

educational progress.  

Race and Place Matter. 

Women of color have experienced  

institutional and structural barriers  

leading to inequitable health. 

Women that live in areas without  

reliable transportation to visit a 

doctor and who do not have clean 

and safe communities to reduce 

exposure to harmful toxins and 

stress are at greater risk of                    

unhealthy birth outcomes. 
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ANN ARBOR 

* Data is not available in all years for some groups. 

W ashtenaw County has developed a racial equity initiative that seeks to 

implement the principle of equity into all policy decisions made in the 

community. One specific stakeholder in this initiative is the Washtenaw County 

Public Health Department, which collaborates with multiple community 

members and organizations to promote racial equity in the healthcare provided 

to the residents of Washtenaw County.  

In addition, St. Joseph Mercy Hospital‘s Ann Arbor Family Birth Center offers 

prenatal education classes to prepare parents for pregnancy, birth and prenatal 

care. A free weekly newsletter is offered to parents full of advice and tips for 

both pregnancy and the first year of a child’s life. Resources are also offered on 

postnatal depression and breastfeeding. 

 2017 Right Start: Annual Report on Maternal and Child Health 

Infant Mortality by Race/Ethnicity 
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Maternal and Infant Well-Being 2010 vs. 2015 

A negative change 
shows a decline or 

improvement. 

N/A Rate could not be calculated because of low incidence of events or unavailable data. 
*These indicators have one-year base data. Other measures use 3-year averages: 2008-2010 and 2013-2015. 
Note: Percentage change is based on the rate not the number. 
Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics 

Status of Maternal and Child Health 2013-15 Avg. 

ANN ARBOR 

Trends in Maternal and Child Well-Being 2010 vs. 2015 
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Rest of Washtenaw Co. 

 Births to Repeat Unwed No high Late/no Smoked Low- Preterm 
 teens teen births mother school prenatal during birthweight births 
  (% of teen births)  diploma/GED care pregnancy babies 

   Worse                   Better 

Percent change in Rate 

 2010 2015 Percent 

Indicators (% of live births) Number Percent Number Percent Change 

Births to women under age 20 

Repeat teen births (% of teen births) 

Births to mothers who… 

 are unmarried    

 have no high school diploma/GED*  

 received late/no prenatal care*     

 smoked during pregnancy*  

Low-birthweight babies (less than 5.5 lbs.)   

Preterm births (less than 37 weeks gestation) 

 35 3 9 1 -71 

 3 8 1 — — 

 

 210 16 132 12 -26 

 53 4 22 2 -50 

 53 4 58 5 30 

 54 4 51 5 12 

 91 7 73 7 -5 

 91 7 110 10 44 

Teen births 

Repeat teen births 

Unwed mothers 

Mothers no high school diploma/GED 

Received late/no prenatal care 

Mother smoked during pregnancy 

Low-birthweight babies 

Preterm births 

Ann Arbor 

Michigan 


